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www.partnersmentoringyouth.org 
Fort Collins Office 484-7123 - Loveland Office 613-2187 - Estes Park Office 577-9348 

     Jerry Swanson, Broker Associate/Partner with the Group Inc. in 
Loveland, became a Senior Partner about 7 years ago. Following the 
formal one-year volunteer program, Jerry and Vince, his junior part-
ner, have continued as friends.  
 

     “I intend it to go all my life,” said Swanson.  “What I believe I 
was able to provide to Vince is someone who cared about him and 
committed total trust without conditions. I promised him to stay in 
touch and be his friend no matter what. He knew that I really be-
lieved in him as a fan and as a friend.” 
 

     In part due to the support of Swanson and the Partners Mentoring 
Youth program, Vince, who overcame some very difficult challenges 
growing up, is now attending Colorado State University. However, 
Vince is not the only one who benefited from the relationship. 
 

     “I gained a lot by being able to see the growth in Vince over the 
years, to see him be more at ease with himself and others, and be-
come a mature and responsible adult,” said Swanson.  
 

     According to Jerry, just by being there for, praying for, and stay-
ing in contact with his Junior Partner showed Vince the respect to 
help maintain confidence and avoid getting down.  
 

     “Mostly, we just focused on having fun, but that opened the door 
to talk about serious things when that was needed,” said Swanson. 
“My favorite story was when Partners had a go-cart race fundraiser 
that was a fast go-cart race and as many adults participated as youth. 
Vince and his friend were a team -  I just sponsored and told them I 
believed in them, and that they should just go have fun. When it was 
all over, they were the winners of an extremely strong competition. 
The point is, many of these great kids just need someone to be there, 
believe in and encourage them.” Jerry’s advice to anyone thinking 
about becoming a Senior Partner is simply “to do it.” 

    “I was very concerned 
about the time it took as 
I am very busy in other 
things in the community, 
church and work, but 
Vince knew that and we 
worked around each oth-
ers schedules,” said 
Swanson. “It all worked 
out good in the end, and 
I think we are both better 
off for it.” 
 

     Partners Mentoring Youth has already worked with 175 children 
thus far in 2007. However, there are more 70 children waiting to be 
matched with a mentor. 
 

     Recent studies show that 42 percent of the youth in the Partners 
Mentoring Youth program improved their school performance and 
65 percent improved their delinquent behavior. Former Larimer 
County District Attorney Stu Van Meveren said, “Partners 
[Mentoring Youth] is the best juvenile crime-prevention program in 
Larimer County.” 
 

     Partners Mentoring Youth works because of the commitment and 
dedication of its volunteers. As National Volunteer Month passes, 
the staff at Partners Mentoring Youth would like to thank all of our 
volunteers for the passion and commitment they have shown in 
helping us reach the kids in this community. The youth of Larimer 
County, like Vince, are the true beneficiaries of your efforts.  

Jerry and Vince Exemplify What We’re About  

It’s Time for the SuperStars Kickoff! 
The SuperStars Sports Challenge Kickoff Party, presented 
by EKS&H, will be held at the Odell Brewing Company on 
Tuesday, May 15th at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Join us for free pizza and beer as you meet your competi-
tion, learn more about Partners Mentoring Youth and re-
ceive the details of this year’s SuperStars Sports Challenge, 
taking place on September 15th. 
 

R.S.V.P. is preferred. Please R.S.V.P Amy at 484-7123 or 
amys@partnersmentoringyouth.org. 
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“ I have learned that 
there are still some 
people that I can 
trust.” 
 -Junior Partner 

Activity Highlights  

Winter activities were the theme in early 2007! In January, partnerships and 
Nexus youth enjoyed ice skating at EPIC, while staying warm with hot cocoa 
and snacks. Thanks to Mike McDonnell, at EPIC, for making this happen.  

In February, Partners Mentoring Youth planned to head 
up to Estes Park to enjoy snowshoeing and sledding in 
Rocky Mountain National Park. Snowshoeing went off 
without a hitch but sledding had to be moved, believe it or 
not, due to the lack of snow. The group ended up sled-
ding at Hugh’s stadium in Fort Collins on a beautiful 
sunny day and big air was caught by all! 

We wrapped up February with a fun jewelry-making activity at 
The Group Real Estate office. Partnerships made bracelets, 
necklaces and earrings and enjoyed refreshments. Thank you 
to Beth Dahlkemper for donating her time to teach the partner-
ships how to create such beautiful pieces, and The Group for 
your continued support of our program! 

Partners welcomed spring with a rainy Saturday game night where the kids 
enjoyed games, pizza, and snacks. It was such a fun night to see adults and 
kids enjoying UNO, Twister, Operation and other “oldies-but-goodies.” In 
April, Partnerships and Nexus have many activities to look forward to. Activi-
ties such as wall climb, yoga, fishing and a community service to help the 
earth will lead us into summer and warmer weather! 

Exciting Nexus Expansion 
 

Partners is focusing on serving 
more kids earlier by expanding our 

Nexus program! 
 
While kids wait to be matched with a 
Senior Partner, they participate in the 
Nexus program. The Nexus program 
provides fun and safe recreational op-
portunities for the youth so they can 
stay plugged in to the program and the 
wait for a partner doesn’t seem so 
long. In the past, Partners has only 
been able to provide one activity per 
month for the Nexus kids. It’s exciting 
to now be able to provide 2 activities 
per month as well as interview more 
kids to be involved in the program. 
With the expansion of Nexus, we can 
actively engage more kids in our pro-
gram while they wait. By the way, if 
you know someone who would make a 
great mentor …. 

Speakers’ Bureau Recruitment 
Partners Mentoring Youth is look-
ing for more people to join the 
Speakers’ Bureau. As a part of the 
Speakers’ Bureau, you will give 
presentations and network with 
businesses, service clubs, and 
individuals in Larimer County. To 
volunteer or for more information, 
call Zac at 484-7123 or email  
zachary@partnersmentoringyouth.org. 

Volunteers Needed 
Volunteers are needed on May 
20th to help at the Fort Collins Club 
Triathlon, benefiting Partners Men-
toring Youth, from 6:30 - 10:00 
a.m. There is a free BBQ following 
the triathlon at the Fort Collins 
Club that all volunteers and partici-
pants are invited to attend. To vol-
unteer or to receive more informa-
tion, call Amy at 484-7123 or email 
amys@partnersmentoringyouth.org. 



 

 

May 
 

1 CEO — Using character traits to grab 
those teachable moments, FTC office, 
volunteers only, 6:30-8 p.m. 
 
4 Party for Partners, Magnolia Street 
Lofts, 5-9 p.m. 
 
5 Colorado Ice game, Budweiser Events 
Center, Nexus activity, 7 p.m. 
 
8 Info. Meeting, FTC office, 5:30 p.m. 
 
15 SuperStars Kickoff, Odell Brewing 
Company, 6:30 p.m. 
 
20 Fishing at Swift Ponds, partnerships 
and Nexus, 9 a.m.–12 p.m. 
 
20 FCC Triathlon, Fort Collins Club, 7-
10 a.m. 
 
25 Info. Meeting, FTC office, noon 

 
29 Senior Partner Training, Partners 
office, 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
 
June  
 
12 Info. Meeting, FTC office, 5:30 p.m. 
 
13 BBQ, Rolland Moore Park, Nexus 
activity, 12-3 p.m. 
 
23 Hike around Horsetooth Reservoir, 
Nexus activity, TBD 
 
27 Senior Partner Training, FTC office, 
5:30—8:30 p.m. 
 
29 Info. Meeting, FTC office, noon 
 
TBD Horseback riding in Estes Park, 
partnership activity, call for more infor-
mation 
 
July  
 
10 Info. Meeting, FTC office, 5:30 p.m. 
 
10 Archery at Lon Hegler Res., Love-
land, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
 
18 Fort Fun, Nexus activity, 12-2:30 
p.m. 
 
19 Gathering in the Garden, Columbine 
Gallery, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
 
26 Senior Partner Training, FTC office, 
5:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
 
27 Info. Meeting, FTC office, noon 
 
TBD Rafting the Poudre, partnership 
activity, call for more information 

 
 

All dates subject to change. Call Part-
ners Mentoring Youth office for more 

information. (970) 484-7123 

Save the Date  7th Annual Sharin’ O’ the 
Green – Its Best Year Yet!!  

       Presented by: 

On March 17, over 540 energized and eager 
participants attended Partners Mentoring 
Youth’s annual Sharin’ O’ the Green 5K run/
walk. The top overall male finisher was Craig 
Greenslit with a time of 16:26. The top overall 
female finisher was Tanya Poel with a time of 
18:11. Congratulations to Craig and Tanya! 

This year’s top fundraiser was Deborah Boyles – who raised $475 to help fund the 
mission of Partners Mentoring Youth. Other top fundraisers were Kim Schutt and 
Olivia Fairbanks. A big thanks goes out to all of the fundraisers for this year’s event. 

In addition to money raised, 35 people expressed an interest in becoming a mentor at 
the event, a big jump up from 10 last year. Thank you to everyone who made this 
year’s event such a success. We appreciate your continued support. Special thanks 
to our event sponsors – Carl’s Jr., Stoner Homes, Dellenbach Chevrolet, The Crown 
Pub, Earth Engineering Consultants, Clear Channel Radio – My 97.9, A Step Ahead 
Foot and Ankle Clinic and Yancey’s Food Service. 

 
 

Join us at the  3rd 
Annual Party for 

Partners,  May 4th at 
the Magnolia Street  

Lofts  

Presented by the Residential Mortgage 
Division of First National Bank.  

Come celebrate with us while experiencing a 
night of luxury living and spectacular views of 
Old Town. Join us for a unique cocktail party 
that includes hearty appetizers, drinks and a 
silent auction. Last year, over 300 attendees 
enabled this event to raise over $20,000 to 
help fund our mission. 

Tickets are $40 per person. To purchase tick-
ets, receive an invitation or for more informa-
tion, please call 484-7123. 

The 2nd annual Gathering in 
the Garden is just around the 

corner 
 

This event, sponsored by McKee 
Medical Center, helps support our 

Loveland program and over 50 Love-
land youth.   

 

It is time to come together and enjoy the 
rich tastes of Thompson Valley. On July 
19th, in the beautiful sculpture garden at 
the Columbine Gallery on 29th Street and 
Taft Avenue, we will feature local restau-
rants, wineries and breweries. With a 
background of live music, there will be 
networking, and the meeting and greet-
ing of friends both old and new as we eat 
and drink under the stars. Last year was 
a huge success, bringing in over $10,000 
from sponsorships, donations and silent-
auction items. 
 

To purchase tickets or for more informa-
tion, call Tami at 970-613-2187.   



 

 

David is a smart 
and independent 
8-year-old. The 
youngest child in 
a large family, he 
needs a Senior 
Partner who can 
spend time with 
him and listen to 

him share his thoughts.  
      
He enjoys video games and 
outdoor activities, especially 
soccer and swimming. David 
wants to go exploring on nature 
walks and “find cool stuff” with a 
Senior Partner. He said a Part-
ner could also help him improve 
his grade in math. 
 
If interested in mentoring David, 
please contact the Partners 
Mentoring Youth office at 970-
484-7123. 
 
  

Kathie and her Junior 
Partner, Amber, met 
a little over a year 
and a half ago. Kathie 
moved to Fort Collins 
from Florida where 

she had established a very successful char-
ity for children of abuse. She wanted to stay 
involved with mentoring as she made a 
home here in Colorado and subsequently 
joined the efforts of Partners Mentoring 
Youth to fulfill that goal. 
 
“She was cute as could be,” Kathie remem-
bered as she thought of her first impression 
of Amber. The partnership thrives on fun 
times, great talks and consistent smiles. 
Amber loved the idea of having an older 
woman she could look to for advice and 
guidance. Her grandmother lives in Califor-
nia, so she often finds Kathie to take the 
place of a nurturing confidant. 
 
Kathie thinks of the partnership as an op-
portunity to think of “what new thing we can 
do.” Amber and Kathie enjoy their time 
spent together doing activities from baking 
at Kathie’s house to attending dog training 
lessons with Kathie’s new puppy. A special 
memory the two shared was Christmas Eve 

when they made a terrific effort to bring 
their families together. Amber’s dinner table 
only has four chairs so she asked Kathie if 
it would be possible to have her family over 
for dinner. They were able to get together 
and share a wonderful afternoon of baking 
ham, rolls and a delicious chocolate cake 
for both their families to enjoy. 
 
Amber seems so cheerful when she spends 
time with Kathie; the two are able to spend 
their time relaxing and talking about any-
thing. Kathie is really impacting the whole 
family by allowing Amber to have both a 
mentor and a friend. She fills the role of 
mentor in Amber’s life by helping her im-
prove her grades and allowing Amber to 
connect with someone she can always de-
pend on and confide in. 
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If you would like to be removed from the Partners  
Mentoring Youth mailing list or your address has 
changed, please call us at 970-484-7123 or email 
info@partnersmentoringyouth.org. 

Partners Mentoring Youth 
528 S. College Ave. 
Fort Collins, CO 80524 

RETURN SERVICE 
REQUESTED 
 
 
Our Mission 
“To create and support one-to-one        
mentoring relationships between positive 
adult role models and youth facing 
 challenges in their personal, social and 
academic lives.”                                                                                                                  
 
“BUILDING OUR FUTURE…. 
 ONE CHILD AT A TIME” 
 

Nexus Youth Spotlight  
David is in our Nexus pro-

gram — a program for youth 
who are waiting for a mentor! 

Partnership Profile  


