Hours of hard work
and many committee
meetings has generated
a new website with a
new look and more
information.

Partners Mentoring
Youth hopes to make
information easier to find
with the addition of the
new website.

The new website is
expected to create
interaction between the
community and Partners
Mentoring Youth.

Some of the
additional features to aid
in the communication will
be a Senior Partner
Forum (similar to a chat
room), a donation page,
an online calendar and
more resources for
current and potential
participants of Partners
Mentoring Youth.

Thanks to the work
of the Partners Mentor-
ing Youth staff, Nathan
Ziehr, Peter
Magenheimer and the
Marketing Committee
you can visit the website
for more information
about all of our programs
and news updates at
www.partnersmentoring

youth.org
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Mentoring Youth

The origin of the word mentor can be
traced back to Homer’'s Odyssey, when
King Odysseus entrusted his son to the
care of Mentor while he fought in the Trojan
War. In time, the word Mentor has become
synonymous with trusted friend and caring
advisor, and history
is now rich with
examples of great
mentors, including
Socrates. Other ex-
amples of famous
mentors include
Michael Jordan,
Tina Turner and
Lucille Ball, all of
whom enriched the
lives of those
around them. But
you do not have to
be famous to be a
mentor; the require-
ment is time and the characteristic is empa-
thy, which many people possess. Through-
out January the nation celebrates the sev-
enth annual National Mentoring Month, a
perfect time to share what you know and
become a mentor!

This year the Harvard Mentoring
Project, MENTOR and the Corporation for
National and Community Service are
leading the National Mentoring Month 2008
effort. The goals are to raise awareness of
the different forms of mentoring, promote
the growth of mentoring in communities
across the nation, and recruit individuals to
mentor, especially in programs that have
children on waiting lists.

These goals clearly align with the
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mission of Partners Mentoring Youth, not
only because we are a one-to-one mentoring
organization, but because we have several
kids waiting for Senior Partners.

The positive impact mentoring has on
young lives will be celebrated throughout the
month with a
special “Thank
Your Mentor Day”
on Thursda%/
January 24",
Anyone who has
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encouraged to
contact that person
and thank them.
Here are some
suggestions on
ways to thank your
mentor:
contact them directly, pass on the tradition of
being a mentor, write a tribute to a mentor
(www.whomentoredyou.org), or make a
contribution to a local mentoring program.

In support of National Mentoring Month,
Partners Mentoring Youth has planned
events around the Fort Collins area to bring
the idea local. On “Thank Your Mentor Day”
there will be an open house at the new
Partners Mentoring Youth location from 3-
7pm.

For more information on National
Mentoring Month visit www.mentoring.org/.
To become more involved in a young
person’s life today, call us at (970) 484-7123
or visit www.partnersmentoringyouth.org.

-

www.partnersmentoringyouth.org
Fort Collins Office 484-7123 - Loveland Office 667-0911 - Estes Park Office 577-9348



Activity Highlight

The holiday season is a special
time of the year for Partners Mentoring
Youth. So many local community
organizations step forward to help and
support our families during this time.

On Nov. 13" Partners families and
volunteers were treated to a Thanks-
giving dinner at Timberline Church. A
very special thank you to
Timberline
Church for
hosting a
wonderful
evening of
food and en-
tertainment!

Everyone at

Partners

looks forward

to this event

each year. Thank you to Hal Schatz,
Cheryl Thomas and all the volunteers
at Timberline that made the event a
huge success!

November continued with a life skill
class at MOCA (Museum of Contem-
porary Art). The Nexus youth got a
chance to reflect on what they are
thankful for and then transfer that into
a painting. A special thanks to Rose
Moon for sharing her time and
knowledge with us!

We kicked off December with a holi-
day party for the youth in our program
and their families. Everyone enjoyed

What was your first
impression of

Partners Mentoring
Youth?

| was going through the
interview process and |
thought this was such a
great organization that,
jeven if | didn’t get the job, | would
Ibecome a Senior Partner.

:When did you begin at Partners
IMentoring Youth and Why?

Il started in August of 2007. | had
(heard a lot of good things about the
Iorganization and a job was opening
lup, so | applied.

|What has been your most rewarding
l'experience?

:Attending the activities with the kids is
Iwhen it really strikes home and |
:realized the greatness of the
organization.

|
b

music, food and fun at the Partners of-
fice in Fort Collins. Thanks to all for a
great

beginning to

the holiday

season!

Coming
up in Janu-
ary, the
Partnerships
and the
Nexus Youth
will be heading up to Estes Park to ice
skate for free at the YMCA. We will all
enjoy some time on the ice with a beau-
tiful view of the mountains in Estes!
Thank you, YMCA of Estes Park!

To wrap up January, the youth will
be going head-to-head in a Lego build-
ing contest! Both the Nexus kids and
Partnerships will be able to show their
creative side and compete for prizes.

Thank you to all volunteers and
sponsors who help support Partners
Mentoring Youth and the activity
program. Our program is only
successful because of dedicated
individuals like you!

Interested in sponsoring an activity
for the Nexus Youth while they are
waiting to be matched with a Senior
Partner? Contact Jennifer at
970-484-7123 x. 21 or
jennifer@partnersmentoringyouth.org.

New Program Manager: Diana Laughlin

|

|
Where is the most dangerous place :
you have back country skied? |
Well, my claim to fame is in 20086, | :
skied every month of the year. |
Really, is that possible? I
Well, in June and July it is easy in the l
high peaks because there is still snow. |
But in August and September, it is l
difficult because it is icy and the snow is |
real compact. |
Have you ever been injured? :
Well, just a sprained ankle, knock on |
wood. I
When you're not skiing what do you |
do? |
Well, | bake all my own goods. Like :
bagels, bread, and goodies. |
Is there a trick to baking bagels? |
Yes, if you boil it in water for 5 minutes I
before baking, the bagel gets that chewy!
outside. '



Partnership Profile (Lynn and Paige)

Mentoring is something that |
have wanted to do since high
school, where |
helped middle
school kids
after school
with their
homework. In
college |
thought about
joining a men-
toring program
but went a
different
direction and
taught Sunday
school instead.

When | moved to Fort Collins
and joined United Way of Larimer
County, | learned about one of our
partner agencies, Partners
Mentoring Youth. Finally | saw my
opportunity to become a mentor in a
young person'’s life.

| began the process in the
summer of 2006 and was finally
matched with my Junior Partner in
November of that year.

Nexus Youth Spotlight
Waiting for a mentor...

Ten-year-old Danea
likes bowling,
Twister and Monop-
oly. Raised around
adults only, she
struggles with
interacting with
other kids.

She needs a Senior
Partner who can help her build
self-confidence and give her
positive outlets for her emotions.

Danea hopes to become a
veterinarian when she grows up,
and loves spending time with
animals. She is very excited to try
horseback riding with her Senior
Partner.

If you are interested in
mentoring a child like Danea,
please contact the Partners
Mentoring Youth office at
970-484-7123.

In the past 8 months we have done
many wonderful activities together from
horseback riding,
going to a Rockies
baseball game,
swimming, the
mall, bowling,
caroling, and many
other activities in
which we hang
out, be silly, and
generally have a
good time
together.
One of my
greatest hopes for
our Partnership is that my JP will see me
as an example that she can be who she
wants to be. | hope that as she matures
and grows into a young woman she is able
to take a little bit of me with her because |
know that she will
forever have a bit of my heart.

Warmly submitted by Lynn Lundebrek

Program Statistics

We are anticipating 80+ youth to be
matched with Senior Partners in year-
long mentoring relationships in 2007.

The benefits of the relationships these
youth partake in is measured by the
Partners Mentoring Services Effective-
ness Index (PMSEI) . This evaluates the
youth on scales that include self esteem,
future orientation and attitudes toward
drug and alcohol use.

The year will end with over 70 kids
involved in the Nexus Program who have
enjoyed the opportunity to participate in
activities and life skills each month.

An additional wait list of kids to get
into the Nexus Program consists of about
40 youth.

In 2007, we will have benefited from
over 15,000 hours of volunteer time
directly working with the youth involved
in Partnerships or the Nexus Program.




Save the Date

January
*National Mentoring Month*
8 Info Meeting FTC office, 5:30 p.m.; Info Meeting Estes
Park, 5:30 p.m.
12 Ice Skating, YMCA in Estes Park, 1-2:30
Partnership and Nexus Activity
14 Info Meeting Loveland, 5:30 p.m.
21 Martin Luther King Day, Offices closed
24 National Thank Your Mentor Day
Open House FTC office, 3-7 p.m.
25 Info Meeting FTC office, noon
27 Lego Building FTC office,11:30—2:00
Nexus and Partnerships
29 Girls Group Self-defense class, 6-8 p.m., Estes Park

February
5 CEO: Round Table Discussion with Case Managers
7 Library Visit Estes Park, 6:30 p.m. Nexus Activity
9 Sledding, Partnership and Nexus Activity, Hughes
Stadium FTC
11 Info Meeting Loveland, 5:30 p.m.
12 Info Meeting FTC office, 5:30 p.m., Info Meeting
Estes Park, 5:30 p.m.
12 Pizza & Movie Night, 5:30 p.m. Partnership Activity
23 Movie Night, Nexus Activity
28 Red Envelope Dinner
29 Info Meeting FTC office, noon

March
8 Snowshoeing, RMNP, Bear Lake, 10-1 p.m.
Partnership and Nexus Activity
10 Info Meeting Loveland, 5:30 p.m.
11 Info Meeting FTC office, 5:30 p.m.; Info Meeting
Estes Park, 5:30 p.m.
15 Sharin’ o’ the Green
21 Game Night, Time & Location TBD,
Nexus Activity
27 Girls jewelry making, Estes Park, 6 p.m.
28 Info Meeting FTC office, noon

All dates subject to change. Call Partners Mentorin
office for more information. (970) 484-7123

g Youth
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